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Member of Parliament, &c; 


HE Friendſhip with which you 

honour me, and the ardent 

Zeal you have always exerted 

in the Cauſe of Liberty, in 

oppoſition to Prieſteraft and 

Superſtition, have determined me to lay be- 
fore you my impartial Thoughts upon a Sub- 


1 ect which has more than once been ſtarted 


in the courſe of our Converſation. How 


often have I heard you wiſh that the abſurd 


Reſtraints that are made uſe of by cunning 


and deſigning Men to limit the freedom of 


our Actions, as well as our Faith and judg- 


. ment in religious Matters, were entirely 1 re- 
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mod; that all our Creeds, a f N th, 
1 moral. Precepts, and religious Inflitutions, 
were fairly and impartially examin'd by Men 
of free and unprejudic'd Underſtandings, 
and we were reſtor'd'to that unbounded Li- 
berty of acting as well as thinking, which 


Nature, Reaſon, and common Senſe, aſſure 


us to be the undoubted Birthright and na- 


tural Privilege of all Free Agents ! 


- THIS Liberty of thinking and judging 


in oppoſition to a CREE DS and Creed- 


makers, has been ſo ſucceſsfully ;practiſed 


and defended of late Years, that I think it 
is now become almoſt an univerſal Princi- 
ple, that every Man's natural Reaſon and 
good Senſe is and ought-to be the ſole Rule, 
Meaſure and Standard of his Faith, becauſe 
no Man can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to be- 
lieve what he does not underſtand; fo that 
by neceſſary conſequence he that has but 


little Knowledge can have but little Faith, 
and he that underſtands nothing at all, can 
believe nothing at all. 


80 fir is richt, but not neiehts this is 
kaing off i in the middle, and doing a good 
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| berty to think, and not to act, our Liberty is 


incompleat, we are ſtill in a degree of Bondage. 
Fhat our Will is abſolutely free, is agreed on 
all hands, but to what purpoſe? What are 
we the better for that Freedom? If whilſt 


ve are allowed the Liberty of Thought and 


Will, we are ſtill debarred the Liberty of 


Action? If the ſober Dictates of Nature 


Reaſon, and good Senſe, are ſufficient to re- 


gulate our 1 why not our Actions 


too 


THIS then is the Point I am endea- 
Wuring to clear; and to ſhew that the 
latter is quite as reaſonable, if not more fo, 


than the former. In order to ſet this matter 
in the trueſt Light, I ſhall not meddle with 
thoſe general Principles which have been fo 
admirably ſtated and- defended by the late 


Dr. Tindal, Dr. M——d—— I, and other in- 


genious Writers, as being of ſo abſtracted 


and delicate a Nature, that they require 


more Genius and Application to apprehend 
and purſue them through their natural Con- 


ſequences than can be expected from com- 


mon Readers. My Buſineſs ſhall be to en- 
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ls into a more ate Examination G | 


that ſummary Rule of our moral and religi- 


ous Conduct, commonly called The Ten Com- 
mandments ; which in their moſt extended 
| Senſe are generally ſuppoſed to be of moral 
(nay ſome fay of natural) Obligation to all 
Chriſtian People, even in reformed Proteſtant 
Countries ; which is a Point that well de- 
ves our attentive Conſideration. , 


THAT theſe eee were ori- 
ginally given to the Jews, is beyond all diſ- 
pute, and as their great Lawgiver himſelf 
declar'd, and their whole Hiſtory confirms, 
that they were a /#:f/necked, perverſe Genera- 
tion; ſo it is more than probable that theſe 

Commandments were ſolely intended to cor- 

rect the Miſunderſtandings, reſtrain the Ex- 
ceſſes, and regulate the Conduct of that Hub- 
vorn, wrong-headed People, wha had not 

. Reaſon, nor Learning, nor Politeneſs enough 

to regulate their own moral Behaviour; but 

are no more binding to a ſenfible, learned, 
Juſt, righteous, polite, free-thinking People, 
than the Laws concerning Circumciſion and 
Sacrifices. And as the happy Inhabitants of 
theſe reformed Nations have long ago got 
| rid 
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„ _ -tigank all: the ſuperſtitious Impoſitions of - 
# _ Chriſtian Prieſtcraft, it is a Shame and Re» 


proach to them to be till in bondage to 
Jewiſh Ordinances, eſpecially if it can be 


made appear that they are an intolerable Im- 


poſition upon a free People, without having 


the leaſt moral or natural Aptitude to pro- 
mote the Welfare of Civil Society, and the 


temporal Good and Benefit of Mankind, 
which are now generally acknowledged to 


be the great End and Foundation of all civil, 
moral and religious Inſtitution. 


THE firſt of theſe Commandments (I 


_ preſume my Readers can remember it, with- 


out having it repeated) is an arbitrary Impo- 


ſition upon the Reaſon and Liberty of Man- 


kind. Every Man's Belief and Practice ne- 
ceſſarily follows the kind and degree of Evi- 


dence he has for either; now if a Man ſees 


no more Evidence for one, than he does for 


five hundred, it is quite indifferent to him 


whether he have five hundred, or one, or 
none at all. 


: TH E ſecond, depending on the fit, is but 


an Abſurdity improved; and if the firſt be 
| | | A 
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| oaks is capable of a rational and uſeful 


Meaning. It is generally ſuppoſed to forbid 


wſing the D; vine Name without a ſuperſtitious 


Reverenes, ſuch as the Jews are known to pay 
to the Jetrugrammoton, which plainly ſhews 
if not entirely for them, which to us Chri- 


ſtians appears highly abſurd and unreaſonable. 


For it is a certain and infallible Rule laid 


down by the eelebrated Author of the plain 


Account of the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


per *, That no other Meaning or Inter preta- 


tien is to be put upon the Words of Scripture, 
but what is agreeable to the common Rules of 

ſpeaking upon the like Occafions. Now, let 
any Man that underſtands the Propriety of 
the Engh/h Language judge what is the plain 
and obvious Senſe of ſaying or doing any 
thing in vain; it can only mean the doing 
= thing to no purpoſe or to no advantage. 
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Thus, 4 when a Man'talks u _ 
Hour by the Clotk, and makes nothing of 
it, and gets nothing by it, that he ſtretches 
his Lungs and ſpends his Breath in warn. 
If a Man were to take a long Voyage, 
and return without any Gain or Advan- 
tape to himſelf, he may be juſtly faid to 
have travelled ſo far, and laboured ſo much 
in vain. This is too plain to need any fur- 
ther Proof or Explanation, and gives us 2 
rational and uſeful Senſe of this Command- 
ment, 1. e. that we ſhould never make uſe 
of that Holy Name, but to anſwer ſome Pur- 
poſe, to ſerve ſome End, or procure ſome 
Advantage, ſuch as the qualifying qurſelves 
for a good Employment, ſupplanting a Ri- | 
val, amuſing a ſuſpicious Friend, or ruining 
_ a, profeſſed Enemy, by ſolemn Declarations, 
which we neither believe nor intend to per- 
form, or any ſuch like Caſe, which may 
poſſibly happen in the Courſe and _—_— 
of Life. 


T HE Fourth is miſerably, coated 4 
its original Deſign, being generally ſuppoſed 
to be of univerſal Obligation to all Jews and 
Chriſtians to keep holy one day in ſeven. 
Whereas it appears at firſt ſight to be only a 


"> poli- 


| 


6 9 * . 
political, godd- natur d Con trivance in Abbt 
of the laborious Part of Mankind. People of 


Quality and Faſhion have no concern in itt 


It was only intended for the Canaille, for the 
- Scrubbs and Drudges of Mankind, as appears 
from the very Letter of the Commandment: 
Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all that 
thou haſt to do; but the ſeventh day, &c: 
Lou ſee plainly the Command is directed 
only to thoſe that labour ſix days in the 
Week; for them only is the ſeventh day ap- 
pointed to be kept holy, or a day of reſt 
from their Labours, which is determined 


beyond all Contradiio!: by theſe Words, 
and do all that thou huſt to do, which plainly 
reſtrain it to thoſe only that have ſomething 
to do; they therefore that have nothing at 
ail to do, are no ways concern'd i in the Com- 
mandment. The caſe is plainly this: They 


who are oblig'd 70 labour fix days in the 
Week, and on each of theſe days have ſomt- 
thing to do, are indulged by this Command- 


ment in having the ſeventh day allowed them 


for a day of reſt. They therefore whoſe 


eaſy Circumſtances exempt them from the 


neceſſity of any kind of Labour, ſo much 
as one * in the To mr have nothin g 


at 
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atall to do but to eat, tink; and ſleep, and 


divert themſelves, cannot fairly and con- 
ſiſtently be ſuppoſed to have any Concern, 


or be under any Obligation about it. This 
appears yet plainer from the common and 
vulgar Prejudices about the manner of keep- 


ing holy this Sabbath-day or day of reſt 
which is to go to Church, to ſay their Prayers, 


to read the Bible and other religious Books. 


But this would beſo far frommakingit a day 
of Reſt and Refreſhment to many People 
of Rank and Quality, that it would rather 


be the ſevereſt Penance you could impoſe 


upon them. How barbarous and unreaſon- 
able would it be to expect to ſee People of 


Faſhion and Diſtinction take as much Pains 


in dreſſing to appear at Church among a ſet 


of miſerable Sinners, as in the beſt Company 
at the Drawing-Room or the Opera; and 


all this only to be told of their Faults, and 
put in mind of their Duty? What an Im- 


poſition would it be upon People of Figure 
and Pleaſure to be ſet to con over a Set of 
old-faſhioned Prayers which they had learnt 
in the Nurſery, and never thought of ſince, 


or to ſit ſpelling over the Bible or a Book of 


Devotion for an Hour together, which they 


. could ; 


* 


oct "(te 
could better employat Hazard, Backgarambny 
or Quadrille, or in a Party of Gallantryand 
Pleaſure; ; But to put this Matter beyond: | 
all doubt. It is plain that this Command- 
ment was intended only for the labourin ng 
Part of Mankind, becauſe you find that the 
Cattle are included in the Indulgence, as 
well as their Owners or Drivers; for if the 
Beaſts of the Earth did not reſt, how ſhould. 
the Beaſts of the Pcople? As the People 
were commanded to reſt, it was neceſſary 
the Cattle ſhould do ſo too. If the Horſes 
muſt be put to for a Sunday's Journey, 
John muſt get up and drive, unleſs bis Hor 
nour or his Worſhip will be ſo humble and 
ſo good-natur'd as to drive himſelf one Day 
in the Week, and let the Servants go to 
Church. But after all; there is hothing 
more enjoined or implyed in this Command- 
ment than what common Senſe and Neceſ- 
ſity could teach us; for neither Cattle nor 
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Servants can work always, they muſt 3 
neceſſity have ſome reſt; and therefore there 
ſeems to have been but little Occaſion for a Ul || 


Commandment from Heaven in an Affair 

where common Senſe is-a ſufficient Guide, 

Upon the Whole theſe —_ firſt Command. 
men ts 


* 11 i) 
— ſeem to be by very little 'conſequence 
to Mankind for the Conduct of. Men of 
Senſe, and Taſte ever was and ever will be 
the ſame, as if theſe Commandments had 
| deen never . | 


5 T HE 2 Fifth Commandment ſeems as unne- 
ceſſary as the other four, and was plainly 
calculated for the Jews, to ſerve ſome po- 
litical Purpoſes, as appears plainly from the 
Promiſe of length of Days, or long En- 
joyment of their new Poſſeſſions. Where- 
as among us it is generally a rule, that Chil- 
dren of courſe will honour their Parents, if 
they think they deſerve it; that is, if they 
provide for them according to their State 
and Condition, - if. they indulge and gratify 
all their juſt and reaſonable Deſires and In- 
clinations, if they lay no Reſtraints upon 
them, nor teaze their tender Ears with diſ- 
agreeable Lectures about Religion, Tempe- 
rance, Soberneſs and Chaſtity, ſuch Parents 
will be ſure to be honoured by ſuch Children; 
but thoſe that act otherwiſe are not like to 
receive much Honour from their Children 
in this enn well-bred Generation, tho 
1 . _. 
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enjoin, "9 * 

T H E F ve laſt Commandments lie under 
a general Prejudice, upon a Suſpicion of 
Corruption and Interpolation. It has been 
ſuſpected by ſome very ſagacious Criticks, 
that the negative Particle (not) has: by Neg- 
Jigence or Deſign been inſerted into each 


of them, -tho' no direct Proof has been yet 


made of the Fraud. The firſt hint that 
was publickly given of this Kind was in an 
accidental Converſation betwixt the Devil 
and the late Dr. Tindal, as the Story is mer- 
rily told by the Author of the Apparition. 


And a deviliſh unlucky. Diſcovery it would 


prove, if the thing could be fairly made 
out, and the Interpolation directly proved. 
Tho' to ſay the truth, the. Suſpicion ſeems 


to have been much ancienter than the afore- 


faid Converſation ; for we are told, that in 


the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, ſome 


bold Printer had the Courage to leave out the 
ſuſpicious Particle only in one of the Com- 
mandments, to feel the Pulſe of the People, 
and ſee whether they were ripe for further 


Piſcoveries, and a thorough Reformation ; 
| and 


there were ten theakand Commandments to | 


ee et,. 
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1 Py ia ens in a new Edition of 
the Liturgy, the ſeventh Commandment 
was printed thus, Thou ſhalt commit Adultery. 


But as the poor Devil happened to live in 
evil Days of Bigotry and Superſtition, un- 
der a grave formal Prince, and an old, ſour, 
moroſe Archbiſhop, who had no more taſte 
of Gallantry than Criticiſm, he was ſeverely 
ſwindged, and the whole Impreſſion called 
in, to the great Diſcouragement of all At- 
tempts of that kind for the future. Tho 
many of the polite clever People ſeemed ſo 


well ſatisfy'd with the 'new_ reading, that 


they thought it an excellent Emendation, 


and directed their Conduct accordingly, 
And I cannot but hope that conſidering the 


great Encouragement that is now publickly 
given for free Debate and Enquiry into theſe 


and ſuch- like ſuperſtitious Frauds, we ſhall 
ſoon ſee this dark Affair ſet in a true Light, 


and perhaps it may be thought worth while 
to give publick Encouragement to the Learned 
to bend their Thoughts this way, by pro- 
poſing a competent Reward to any that ſhall 


be able to make and publiſni a full Diſcovery 


of this Corruption and Interpolation, as it 
would contribute to the quieting of many 
Conſciences, 
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Conſcĩences, and promoting and eſtabliſh- 


ing an unbounded Liberty in Thought, 
Word and Deed. However, till ſuch Dif- 
covery can be made, let us fappoſe the pre. 
fent Reading to be genuine, and then con- 
fider them in their natural Meaning, with- 
out thoſe unreaſonable Interpretations which 


Prejudice and nnn ſeem to have fixed 


Wr . nt u oft Bf 


FTTH E Sixth Commirideicind winds never by 
intended as an abſolute Prohibition not to 


take away the Life of another, it only for- 
bids that clumſy, butcherly way of murder- 


ing, made uſe of by the vileſt and meaneſt 
part of Mankind; whereas People of rank 
and diſtinction, who kill in an honourable 


Gentleman: like way, are no ways concerned 
in this Commandment or affected by it. 
This is ſo agreeable to the natural Senſe of 
Mankind, that the very ſame Action ſhall 
be criminal in one Man, and not in ano- 
ther. If one Scoundrel happen to kill ano- 
ther, it is truly and properly called Murder; 
but if a Man of Rank and Figure happen 
tokill a Domeſtick or Inferiour with or with- 


out Provocation, or even an Equal in an ho- 
nourable 


brite way, it Aber dock the Nam and 


Nature of the Crime, and becomes no more 
than Man- ſlaughter: and the Gentlemen of 
the Sword, who happen to kill their Man 


in a genteel way, are no more guilty of 


Murder, than an honeſt peaceable Citizen, 


that kills a Fly « or a Spider, or ſwallows a an 
Qyiter ve. -- 5 Ho 


THE Seventh Commandment i is moſt cer- 
tainly to be underſtood with the ſame Re- 
ſtrictions and Limitations as the Sixth, and 


could only be meant to reſtrain little People 


within ſuch Bounds as are abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for their Rank and Station in Life. 
For if Tradeſmen, Artificers and Labourers 
ſhould take it in their heads to turn fine 
Gentlemen, and pretend to mimick their 
Betters, ſhould they neglect the Care of their 
Shops and Employments i in queſt of Gallan- 
tries, it muſt end. in an abſolute decay of 
Trade, neglect of Buſineſs, and tlie ruin of 
many poor Families, and bring an unſu upporta- 
ble Burden upon the Publick. Beſides, as 
Affairs of this kind are not to be tranſacted 
without very great Expence, Addreſs and 
Application, it cannot be ſuppoſed that Peo- 
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le of mean Birth, low Educdtion, 2 and 


Fortunes, can ever manage them in ſo po- 


and Scandal, or carry it off with that intre- 
pid Afﬀurance as is abſolutely neceſſary for 
People in ſuch delicate Circumſtances. But 
then this cannot be ſuppoſed to affect Peo- 
ple of ſuperiour Fortune and Quality, 
who have ſo much Time and Money upon 


their hands, that they ſcarce know how to 


employ it otherwiſe. Now if a Man of 
Quality ſhould condeſcend ſo low as to be- 
ſtow the Exuberancy of his Blood and For- 
tune in relieving the Neceſſities of ſome. 
pretty Neighbour, ſhould he beſtow. a: daſh: 


of this noble Blood upon a deſerving Plebeian 


Family, and pay well into the bargain, it 
ought to be conſidered as an Honour as 
well as an Advantage to the aforeſaid Family, 


and as a way of mending the Blood and: 


Fortune, if not the Morals, of the next. 
Generation. And as People of Rank and 
Condition are exempt from the Obligation 
of this Precept, ſo by an Argument 2 for 
tiori, are Legiſlators and Governours of every 
ſort and kind, who are preſumed of courſe 
to be the beſt Judges of the Duty and Ne- 
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ceffity of their Subjects, and are accountable 
to E but e N 


T H E E ioheh inwards is certainly 
to be underſtood with the ſame Reſttrictions 
and Limitations, which is directly implyed 
in the very Letter of the Precept, Thou ſhalt 
not: fleal. Stealing we all know is the moſt 
pitiful; ſcoundrel Act of Injuſtice, it im- 
plies a mean, ſneaking, cowardly way of de- 
frauding one's Neighbour; Every Seſſions- 
Paper ſhows yon with what Contempt and 
. Deteſtation thoſe poor Dogs are treated for 

ſtealing three Silver Spoons, the Property of 
G. W. Innholder, value one Pound ten Shil- 
lings; a pair of Breeches and two Shirts, 
the Property of L. C. Labourer, value fix 
Shillings; four Sheep, the Property of M. C. 
Eſq; value three Pounds ſixteen Shillings ; 
not to mention the Hero's of this Claſs, the 
HFHorſe-ſtealers, who are tuck'd up every Aſ- 
ſizes without Mercy or Pity; But this can 
by no means be thought to extend to the 
numberleſs Arts and Branches of Induſtry 
and Policy, by which People of Rank and 
Diſtinction increaſe their Fortunes, and ſup- 
port their State and Fi igure in the World; 
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this would. be an  effe@ual way of cutting 
all the Nerves of Induſtry. at one ftroke, a 
fatal check to all the Myſteries of Trade and 
Commerce, and an abſolute Diſcouragement 
to all forts of Jobbers, Gameſters, Fortune- 
hunters, and Jockeys, who are the Directors 
and Managers of all our Parties of Buſineſs 
and Diverfion, and would be an inſufferable 
Reflection upon the Memory of ſome of tbe 
greateſt Men in all Ages, whoſe Names are 
tranſmitted to Poſterity under the glorious 
Titles of illuſtrious Conquerors, able Mini- 
ters, cunning Stateſmen, and conſummate 
Politicians. 


TH E Ninth Commandment 1 think as 
little liable to Exception as any of them; but 
yet I cannot think it amiſs if it were a little 
qualify'd by two or three Exceptions in fa- 
vour of publick Miniſters, Courts of Juſtice, 
and Tea-Tables. There are many weighty 
and political Reaſons for indulging. publick 
Miniſters in certain Deviations from Truth, 
which however criminal they may appear in 
private Perſons, are in thoſe publick Stations 
expedient and neceſſary. Sir Harry Wotton, 
_ was hinaſelf a — Ambaſſador, has 

long 


8 
: 3 declared, that ſying dextrouſſy _ 
| eunningly, and with a good Intention, 
the chief Buſineſs of ſuch Miniſters. And 
therefore has given us the Definition of an 
Ambaſſader in theſe Terms, Legatus eft vir 
Bonus, peregre miſſus ad mentiendum Reipub- 
licæ cauſa.” i. e. An Ambaſſador is an honeſt 
Man, ſent to ye abroad for the good of his 
Country, And whatever Reaſons can be 
offered in . vindication of Ambaſſadors for 
Hing abroad, may with equal Juſtice be 
pleaded for thoſe Miniſters who are lying at 
home for the good of their Country. 


SO alſo the tedious Delays of Juſtice, 
eſpecially in Chancery-ſuits, are ſo notorious 
to the whole Nation, that it has often been 
found, that by the long Continuance of the 
Suit, he that gets a Decree in his Favour, 
is often undone before he can obtain it. 
Now where would be the hurt, if ſome 
good- natur d Perſon in mere Compaſſion to 
both the Suitors, ſhbuld by an officious Falſ- 
hood determine the Iſſue of the Cauſe, and 
ſhorten the Suit to the manifeſt Advantage 
of them both? Never tell me that the Ac- 
tion is in itſelf unjuſt and finful, I deny it. 
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The Action is not malum in pi any more 
than giving a Coup de grace to a dying Cri- 
minal, which puts him out of his Pain, 
And tho' the giving ſuch a mortal Stroke 
to a innocent uncondemned Perſon would 
be highly cruel, barbarous and wicked, yet 
it is an Act of Mercy and n to thes Exe 
piring Malefactor. 


Va 
AND as to our Tea-Tables, it is 3 


known that Scandal, which is one Species 
of falſe Witneſs, is the Life of thoſe little 


polite Aſſemblies; ar d if they were confin'd 
to utter nothing but ſtrict Truth, there 


would be an End of all Converfation, and 


the prettieſt Orators in the Circle ry 
grow as dull as a Watch-Light, and as in- 
ſipid as an old Almanack; and after all, 
where is the hurt of making an ingenious 


Stoty, or embroidering and embelliſhing a 


real Fact, where the Deſign is only to di- 


rect and inſtruct the Company? Inventers 


of Fables have always been ranked among 
the wiſe Men and Philoſophers of antient 


Times, nor has it ever been objected to any 
of the wiſe Antients-or Moderns, that they 
Have made Beaſts and Birds, Trees and 


F lowers, 


(2 21 1 1 

Flowers," talk like Men of Senſe, for the 
Correction and wee of their Bets 
"oy 22 21 8 

1 H E Tent} benen; aer al od 
has been faid about the reſt, ſeems perfectly 
needleſs and ſuperfluous, and commands di- 
rect Impoſſibilities. For ſhow me the Man 
that is tied for Life to an ill-natur'd, ſours 
proud, diſagreeable Rib, who would not 
' with to make an exchange for the chearful, 
good-natur'd, agreeable Spouſe of his Neigh- 
bour? Who would not wiſh to change his 
own old, inconvenient, ruinous Houſe for 


a new and convenient one of his Neighbour's ? 
So. that a Prohibition of this kind is a di- 


1 rect Contradiction to the very. Law and Light 
of Nature, which muſt in all caſes be con- 


ſulted and obey'd as the infallible Rule of 
” * our moral and religious Conduct. 


TH E Premiſes tenderly confdered, we 
cannot but hope that care will be taken fo 
to explain, amend or repeal theſe obſolete 
| Statutes, that they may no longer give Of- 
fence to People of Rank, Diſtinction and 
Figure, in purſuit of their Intereſt or Pleas - 
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n 
fures: But if it ſhall be thought: fit by the 
Wiſdom of our Superiours to continue them 
ſtill in force, it may be with ſuch Reſtric- 
tions and Limitations, as not to extend to 
any but the low uneducated Part of Man- 
kind, who have feither Senſe, nor Reaſon, 
nor Politeneſs enough to govern and con- 
duct themfelves. And if I may be allowed 
the futther Liberty. of giving my Opinion 
and Advice in the preſent Caſe, I beg leave 
to propoſe certain Heads of a Bull to be 
offered to the Houſe W a Peper n 
. as n | 


qv. £ —_— 


H AT heren a rin tinmeticela; 

_ ſuperſtitious Practice has prevailed in 
theſe | Nations, for certain old Women of 
both Sexes, ſuch as Grandmothers, Nurſes, 
Maiden Aunts, School-dames, and Parſons, 
to teach and inſtruct the Children even of 
i Proteſtant Parents in certain ancient Jewiſh 

: Laws, commonly called The Ten Command- 
| ments ; ;: which ſaid fuperſtitious Practice, 


notwithſtanding che many Attempts which 
2 5 ; - from - 
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g ü time to time have been made by cer- 
tain judicious and well-meaning Perſons to- 
wards a thorough Reformation, ſtill ſubſifts 
among us, in defiance of all the natural and 
religious Rights and Privileges of a free Pro- 
teſtant People ; it has been long thought by 
all true Lovers of Liberty, to be almoſt an in- 
ſupportable Burden, who therefore wiſh and 
hope to be relieved from it by a proper Au- 
thority. But whereas the faid Jewiſh Laws 
and Precepts have been by the Ignorance 
and Superſtition of our Forefathers unhap- 
pily incorporated in the Laws of our Coun- 
try, and made a part of our legal Conſtitu- 
tion, and cannot without the appearance of 
Difficulty and Danger be entirely repealed ; 
it is therefore thought proper ſo to limit 
and explain their Meaning and Obligation, 
as in a great. meaſure to prevent the ſeveral 
Hardſhips and Inconveniences ariſing from 
the miſtaken Notions and Prejudices about 
them. And whereas it is now univerſally 
agua and confeſſed, that the good of So- 
ciety, 


eiety, and the civil Intereſts of Mankind 
are the ſole Foundation, Rule and Meaſure 
of all religious Inſtitutions, and that no- 
thing ought to be deemed to be of reli- 
gious Obligation, but ſo far as it contributes 
to that important End. And whereas it ap- 
pears from the concurrent Teſtimony of all 
Ages, that there have been gteat Princes, 
mighty Conquerours, able Miniſters, cunning 
Politicians, gallant Commanders, eminent 
Lawyers, wiſe Magiſtrates, skilful Phyſi- 
cians, and eloquent Preachers; who had 
either never received or utterly renounced 
theſe popular Superſtitions, and acted with 
an apparent Contempt of all Obligations 
vulgarly ſuppoſed to ariſe from them, we are 
thence induced to believe that the following 
Explanation and Limitations of the faid Pres 
cepts will be of fingular Uſe and Benefit 
to the Subjects of this Realm, the Eaſe of 
tender Conſciences, and the natural and re- 
ligious Liberties of all his en $ _ 
dn | 
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TH E B= a is a a-maniſh 


Impoſition upon the natural Rights and Li- 


berties of Mankind. It is confeſſed on all 
hands, that every true free-born Proteſtant 


has a Right to judge freely of all Articles of 


Religion that ſhall be propoſed for his Belief 
or Practice, and to determine according to 
the kind or degree of Evidence that ſhall be 
offered him; but if a Man ſhall ſee no 
more Evidence for one than for five hun- 
dred, or none at all, it will be an extreme 
Hardſhip to require of him any Belief or 
Practice, which he upon the beſt Evidence 


ſhall Judge unreaſonable. 


THE * 18 quite an dae 
Commandment; for if a Man ſees no Evi- 


dence of a Subſtance, he will be little con- 


cern'd about the Shadow : and for a Man 
of Senſe to be ſollicitous about the Picture, 
Image or Statue of a Perſon in nubibus, 
which he has no Reaſon to believe ever did 

„ E or 
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or could exiſt in rerum naturd, is a Suppe 


ftion too groſs to be admitted. — 


155 E it „ enadhed, oe; . . <- That 
from and after the day . 
next enſuing, no Perſon or Perſons ſhall 


preſume to declare, affirm, or teach, by 
Word or Writing, that theſe two Command- 


ments are in their own nature of univerſal 


Obligation to all forts of People ; but ſhall 


freely own, teach and declare, that they 


are points of mere Specvlation, of an indif- 
ferent Nature, of which every true Proteſtant 
has liberty to judge, pronounce and praQtiſ 
according to the beſt Light and Evidence 
that he or ſhe ſhall . and no > other. 
wiſe. 


' THE Third Commandment, however in- 
tended for the Good and Benefit of Society, 
in which the Good and Benefit of every 
particular Member of the ſaid Society is ne- 
ceflarily included, has been perverted: to cer- 


tain 


W © 3 
taln eh: Hey Uſes and ede as if 
there were an in herent Holineſs in the Sound 
of that Name, and the very Letters that 

compoſe it; ſo as that it ought never to be 
mention'd but on certain ſolemn and inſig- 

nificant Occaſions, ſuch as Prayers, Bene- 


ditions, Sc. and with certain Marks and 


Tokens of Reverence and Devotions, which 
are no ways expreſſed or implied in the Let- 
ter of the ſaid Commandment, as interpreted 
by the beſt Criticks and Commentators. One 
of theſe, a celebrated Writer, a great Cri- 
tick, and an excellent Caſuiſt, has laid down 
an infallible Rule of Interpretation in his 
matchleſs Bock called, A plain Account of 


the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper *, That 


no other Meaning or Interpretation is to be 
put upon the Words of Scripture, but ſuch as 
is agreeable to the common Rules of ſpeaking 
upon the like Occaſions. Now the Expreſſion 
of ſaying or doing a thing in vazn, is ſo plain 
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Senſe can miſtake it. 


79 
and obvious, that no Man even of common. 
It always does, and 
can ſignify no more nor no leſs, than the 
doing or ſaying a thing to no Purpoſe, to 
no Advantage, to ſerve no Intereſt, or pro- 
cure no Good to the Perſon that does or 
fays it, or to his Family, Friends and De- 


pendants ; and can never include thoſe who 


never uſe that Name, but with ſome direct 
Proſpect of Intereſt and Advantage to them 


| ſelves, which (according to the fundamen- 


tal Rule before laid down) is neceſſarily in- 
cluded in the Intereſt of the Publick, and 


conſequently in ſeparable from it. So then 


he cannot be ſaid to take that Name in vain, 
who makes uſe of it by way of Oath, Pro- 


miſe, Affirmation, Negation, Declaration, or 
Aſſertion of any ſort or kind, as a Qualifica- 
tion or Means of obtaining any honoura- 
ble or gainful Poſt, Office, or Employment, 
eccleſiaſtical, military, or civil, or who makes 
uſe of it to ſupplant a Rival, amuſe a ſuſ- 


8 - 


picious Friend, or ruin a profeſſed Enemy.— 
Be 


| Crag 1 0) 
| Be it therefore enacted, That if thete be any” 


Perſon or Perſons ſo weak and ſuperſtitious; 
as to underſtand and practice this Com- 
mandment according to the vulgar Prejudices, 
it ſhall be lawful for him or her to think 
and act accordingly, without any Let, Hin- 
drance or Moleſtation from any Perſon or 
Perſons whatſoever, but that the true and 
genuine Senſe and Meaning of the ſaid 
Commandment be declared to be as is above 
aur recited and explained. 


T H E Fourth 3 1 5 
particularly calculated and intended for the | 
Eaſe and Benefit of the lower Part of Man- 
kind, has been notoriouſly perverted and 
abuſed. to the great Detriment and Annoy- 
ance of ſeveral excellent and well-diſpoſed 
Perſons, . who have by certain weak and ſu- 

perſtitious Pr ejudices been diverted from at- 


tending to the neceſſary Calls of Buſineſs 
and Pleaſure, and ſuffered themſelves to be 


crouded up for ſeveral hours together | in the 


has 


/ 
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of miſerable Sinners, which they could have 
ſpent more agrecably with a Set of ſelect 


Friends in a ſhady Garden, or a cool Ar- 
bour ; and to fit ſtarving and freezing in the 


midſt of Winter, when a good Fire or a warm 
Bed would have done them quite as much 


good, and been much more agreeable. 


Whereas the Letter of the Commandment 
ſhews it plainly to be intended only for the 


Eaſe and Benefit of the laborious part of 


Mankind, who are oblig'd to labour fix 
days i in the Week, and do all that they have 
to do; which plainly ſhews that they who 
never labour, and have nothing at all to do, 
are no way concerned in this Command- 
ment. — 


| BE it 1 That from and 
after the day of no Perſon 
or Perſons ſhall preſume to teach or declare, 

either by Word or Writing, that this fourth 


* is equally and indifferently ' 
bind- 


heat of Summer in eee 0 


13) Et; 
binding and obliging to all ſorts of Perſons, 
of what Rank or Quality ſoever, but to 48 
and ſuch only as are herein after ſpecify d- 
declared and expreſſed; that is to ſay, all 
Day-labourers, Farmers and their Servants, 
Ar tificers and Tradeſmen, who being ne- 
ceſſarily oblig'd to attend the Buſineſs of 
their ſeveral Profeſſions ſix days in the 
Week, ought to reſt from their ſeveral La- 
bours on the ſeventh Day: but that the 
Obligation does not extend to People of 
the higheſt Rank and Condition, nor ta 
any Gentleman who can ſupport the Dig- 
nity of his Perſon and Family without any 
Labour or Buſineſs whatſoever, ſo as to 
make it neceſſary for him to come to 
Church, or ſpend the Day in Prayer and 
Devotion with their Families at home, ex- 
cept where the Great Man of the Pariſh 
happens to be the Impropriator of the 
ReQory, and enjoys the whole or any Part 
of the great Tythes ; for it is hereby ex- 
| prelaly provided, that every ſuch Impropria- 


tor 
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tor ſhall be bound to attend the Service of 


the Church, with as many of his Family as 
can be ſpared, every firſt Sunday in the Month, 


as an acknowledgement, that they hold and 


enjoy the ſaid Tythes by a ſort of religious 
Tenure, as a kind of Eccleſiaſtical Fee; and 


that upon default by Nen- attendance, the 
faid great Tythes ſhall immediately revert 
to the Church, and be annexed to the Vi- 


earidge for ever. And whereas it may poſſi- 


bly happen, that certain Eccleſiaſtical Per- 


ſons may imagine themſelves entitled to the 
Benefit of this Act, as Perſons that are ob- 
liged to no ſort of Labour, that have no 


manner or kind of thing to do for the 
aboveſaid ſix days of the Week, it is hereby 


expreſsly provided and declared, That they 
ſhall attend at leaſt, if not perform the Ser- 
vice of the Church, every Sunday Morning; 
unleſs prevented by any neceſſary and al- 
lowable Impediment, of which themſelves 


. ſhall be the ſole Judges. And whereas a 


further Doubt may hereafter ariſe, how far 


N * * 


the E Pomeſtcks of noble Families, and others 


epted out of this Act, may be affected 
by it; it is hereby expreſsly declared and 
provided, That the Chaplain (if there be 
any) and all the other Servants out of Lis 
very, with my Lady's Woman, and her Gen- 
tle women Fellow - Servants, are to be conſi- 
dered in a diſtinct Capacity, being a ſort of 


„% „ wc 


mixtæ Perſone, as People not quite idle; nor 
quite employed, as People that may be aid 
to bave ſome ſort of Labour, tho not to 
take much pains, who may be ſaid to have 
ſomething to do, tho not a great deal, not 
to any great purpoſe; . The Chaplain there- 
fore, if it appears that he performs no Ec- 

cleſiaſtical Office, fubh/ as reading Prayers, 
or ſaying Grace in the Family, ſhall be ob. 
lig d to attend the Service of the - Pariſh- 
Church every Sunday Morning, with as 
many of the better ſort of Servants as can 
be ſpared from the Serdice of the Family; 
but that the Maſters and Heads of theſe 
Families, and all other Perſons above- men. 


id F tioned 
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drinking, gaming, walking or ſleeping, as 


not. Which neceſſarily implies a Duty in 


tioned and quali d as this Act directs, are 
and ſhall be at full liberty to ſpend that day 
in travelling, parties of pleaſure, :ſmoaking, 


he or ſhe ſhall think fit, without being ac- 
countable to any Perſon or Perſons whatſo- 
ever for ſo doing: which we cannot help 


thinking to be a juſt and reaſonable Indul- 


gence to People of Rank and Figure, that 
they may be diſtinguiſb'd from their Infe- 


riours, who are defigned for nothing higher 
than the Service of God, and their ee 


THE Fifth eee Grin to * a 
Precept of a very indifferent nature; for as it 


is certain that no Children of tolerable Senſe 


or good Manners, would reſuſe to pay due 
Honour and Reſpect to ſuch Parents as ſhall | 
appear to deſerve it; ſo it is as certain that 
they neither will nor can to thoſe: that do 


all Parents ſo to behave towards their Chit- 
1 ca to deſerve thas Honour from been 
. which 


(#). 


| which this Commandment. obliges them to | 


pay; and what are the Terms of this mutual 
Obligation, Nature itſelf ſeems to determine. 
The State and Condition of young, People 
requires that they ſhould dreſs, converſe and 
behave in fuch a manner, as to ſhine in all 
publick Aſſemblies, and diſtinguiſh them- 
' ſelves by an apparent. Superiotity of Figure, 
Drefs, and Equipage, agrecable to the Superio- 
rity of their Birth, Fortune, or Expectation: 
On the other hand, the State and Condition 
of Parents, f. e. of Old Men and Old Wo. 
men, require nothing but the mere whole- 
ſome and cleanly Neceſſaries of Life; That 
they, who ate or ought to be of «courſe ex- 
cluded from the gay Meetings and polite As- 
ſemblies of the Fair, the Witty, and the 
Young, where they only ſerve to ſpoil Sport, 
to damp the Mirth, and lay a Reſtraint up- 
on the Frolicks of the good Company, have 
really no Occaſion for any thing, but warm 
Cloathing, and comfortable nouriſning Food, 
irt Broths, and Jellies, good Fires, warm 
F 2 Beds, 
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Beds; and 3 dove! Ai Books; Nature 


itſelf dictates that they ſhould betimes reſign 
to the: Heirs of their Bodies thoſe Superflui- 
ties of Fortune, which they neither _ 


nor know how to ow” . Reliſh or 
_— — 


5 E it b berker ee That 1. any 
Father or Mother are bleſſed with any Iſſue 
Male or Female, who are arrived at the 
proper Age of Deſire and Diſcretion, warm 
Inchnations and good Underſtandings, wha 


are too big ta be corrected, and too wiſe 
to be taught ; that is to ſay, Sons that have 
attained to the full: Age. of ſeventeen or 


eighteen at the moſt, and Daughters to the 


Age of - thirteen. or foptteen- at the moſt; 


That the ſaid Fathers and Mothers of ſuch 
Children ſhall forthwith reſign to the ſaid 
Heirs of their Bodies, all. that Superfluity 


of Fortune, which their ſaid Heirs ſhall 


judge reaſonable and convenient for them- 
_ and unneceſſar hy and burdenſome” to 


2 . their 


dit 


LY 
" 


N 
— 


— 


Aiky Rid Parents 4 Which reaſonable Con- 
dition, if their ſuid Parents ſhall refuſe to 
comply with, they ſhall be taught by their 
fid Children, who are reaſonably preſumed 
to be better Judges than themſelves, the 
Abſurdity and Injuſtice of ſuch their Con- 
duct and Behaviour toward their own Off- 


fpring, by that negligent and contemptuous 


Freatment As ſuch Parents may be reaſona-· 


bly preſumed to deſerve from a any ſenſible, 
polite, well bred Children. But if any Pa- 


rents ſhall be found ſo diſcreet and indulgent 
26 freely and chearfully to reſign all ſuch 
pnnecefſary Supetfluity of Eſtates, Jointures, 


Settlements, Penſions | or Payments whatſo- 


eyer, for the Behoof and Benefit of their 
ſaid hopeful Progeny, that they ſhall from 
thenceforth be entitled to all that: Honour, 


Reſpect and Eſteem, which they may be 
juſtly and reaſonably preſumed to deſerve, 
according to the full Intent and Meaning of 
this Commandment., 


THE 
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of 2 very ſober and rational Meaning, hae 
been, like the reſt, miſerably perverted by a 
Set of cowardly, low-ſpirited, ſuperſtitious 
Expoſitors, who make it criminal even in 
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tron. that ſhall preſume. to affront them, by 
running him thro' the Body, beating out 
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Men of Spirit and Quality to do Juſtice to 
themſelves and their Characters, by puniſh» 
ing the ill Manners of any little dirty Pol- 


his Brains, or any other ſuch Ways and 
Means as have in all Ages been thought rea. 
fonable and reputable, to ſecure the Regard 


due to their Rank and Fortune, and chaſtiſe 


the Infolence of their Inferiours. Where- 


as it is generally preſumed, that this Com: 


nrandment was only intended to teach the 


lower and uneducated Part of Mankind to 


be quiet and peaceable in their Behaviours 
not to be quarrelſom in their cups, not 


A Ga 


to offer any outragious Acts of Violence to 


1 Ne l 3 


the diſturbance of their Bettes in any po- 
ar lite 


. 
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to kill or demoliſh any of his Fellow. Subjects 


this Commandment, and he ſhall be eſtoemed 


bh, F Þ J) . 
lite Affembly,. where the Little Volgar ue 


too apt to mingle. with the Great; as at 


Horſe-Races, Bull-baitings, Country Fairs, . 


Wakes, Feafts,, and Revels, by killing or 


murdering one another in a mide, clumſy, 


mn n * —. 
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el BE it 3 nt That if any per- 
fon below the Degree of a Gent. bearing 


undonbted Proof ſhall be produced out of 
the Herald's Office, under the Seal and Sign 
Manual of . . King at Arms, ſhall preſume 


upon any fort or kind of Provocation what - 
ſoever, it ſhall be deemed a Violation of 


guilty of Murder, But if any Nobleman 
or Gentleman, qualify d as above directed, 


halt exerciſe the ſame Act of Violence up- 


em any Equal or Inferiour, upon any juſt 
wht reaſonable: Provocation, of which he 


hitnfelf ſhall be the proper Jadge,'it ſhall 
DIRT: | be 


| WAN 1 
| be conifidibedd only as Man: fughter and that 


it be an Inſtruction to all Coroners, to give 
it in charge tõ their ſeveral Inqueſts to bring 
in their Verdicts accordingly— With à ſab. 
ing Clauſe in favdur of all Officers of the 
Army, who being by their Profeſſion Gen: 
tlemen of Blood, ſhall not be obliged to 
produce ſuch Certificates from the Heralds- 
Office as are above mentioned and required; 
but that a Regimental Coat, and a laced Hat 
'andCockade, ſhall be to all Intents and Purs 
poſes. equivalent to ſuch Certificates and 
Teſtimonials requir d to be. produced by 
others. Always provided, that this Clauſe 
in favour of the Military Gentlemen ſhall 
by no means be extended to the Officers of 
the Militia; 'who- being a kind of mixt 
Perſonæ half civil and half military, are 
not obliged to look fierce, or appear terri- 
ble to their peaceable Neighbours, but upon 
the Field of Muſter, or on a Day of, * 
gagement in 7 atbilifields, or any adjacent 


Plain or. F icld of Battle, or upon being ins 
20 terrupted 
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een 


2 terrupted in a their March thro' the narrow 
Streets and Lanes of this City by fawcy 


Draymen, Hackney-Coachmen, or ſuch like 
Impediments if on the Overflowings of 
their martial Fury on fiich Provocatioils, 
they ſhall take it in their heads to kill ei- 
ther Man or Beaſt, they ſhall, ſo ſoon as 
they are diveſted of their Regimental Ter- 


rours arid Accoutrements, atid ſettled in their 


civil State of Trade and Trahquillity, be 


liable to the ſame Sentence of Guilt and Pu- 


niſhment as any other of their civil and 
Peaceable Fellow- Subjects. 


THE Seventh Command ment, like the 


teſt, could be only intended to ſecure and 
promote the Good of the Publick, by pre- 
ſerving the Order of Society, and diſcou- 
taging Luxury and Idleneſs among the 
lower Part of the People; who alone need 


or require ſuch Reſtraints to be laid upon 


them, as not having Senſe, Taſte or Polite- 
neſs enough to direct and govern themſelves. 


G 5 Should 
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up to Intrigues and Gallantries, the neceſ- 


ſary Expence, Application and Addreſs that 


ſuch Affairs require, would have as fatal an 
Influence upon the Welfare of the Nation, 
as ſuffering unqualify'd Perſons to poach 
and deſtroy the Game, which ought to be 


preſerved for the Pleaſure and Diverſion of 


their Betters. It would tend to impoveriſh 
the induſtrious and laborious Part of their 
People, by diverting them from their pro- 
per Employments, would be greatly detri- 
mental to our Trade and Manufacture, ruin 
many Families, and increaſe the Number 


of our Poor, ſo as to be an inſupportable 


Burden to the Landed Intereſt of this Na- 


tion. But this ought by no means to be ex- 


tended to People of Figure and Fortune, 
whoſe exuberancy of Blood and Riches may 
require ſach Expedients to reduce them to 
a ſober degree of Mediocrity and Coolneſs ; 
much leſs can it be ſuppoſed to affect our 


Governours and Superiours in Church or 
| 1 State, 


Should 2 People as theſe vive chanictves 


2 


State, who 1 the nature of their ſeveral 


Offices are preſumed to be the proper 
Judges of their own or their Peoples Neceſ- 
ſities, and are obliged to provide for both, 


\ 


BE it therefore enacted, &c, That if 


from and after the day of 

next enſuing, any Labourer, Servant, Arti- 
_ tificer or Tradeſman, or any Perſon under 
the degree of a Gentleman qualified as a- 


bove directed, ſhall wantonly and unadvi ſedly 
ſo far neglect the proper Buſineſs of his Pro- 


feſſion, and the Care of his Family, as to 
enter into any Intrigues or Familiarities with 


any other Women than Law and Cuſtom 


ſhall allow ; that is to ſay, any married Man 
with any Woman, except his own lawful 
Wife, 'or any unmarried Man, with the 
lawful Wife of any other Man ; he ſhall be 
deemed guilty of the. Breach of this Com- 
mandment. But it is hereby declared, that 
this Commandment does by no means extend 
to *. of Fortune, Rank and Quality, 
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who may « condeſcend ſo low as to beſtow 
the Redundancy of their Blood and Fortune 
to the ennobling the Breed, relieving the 


Neceſſities, and raiſing the Fortune of a 

clever, deſerving, Plebeian Family, or the 

giving and receiving mutual Marks of warm 
Benevolence and Affection to their Equals 
or Superiourg; eſpecially if by ſuch Engraft- 
ment or Inoculation the Breed ſhould hap- 
pen to be mended, and a booby Family, 
that have been Blockheads ever fince the 
Conqueſt, ſhould viſibly and apparently im- 
prove into a Race of Wits, Smarts, and 
clever Fellows: but more eſpecially if mat- 
ters can be ſo managed, 'that the Husband 
can, upon a valuable Conſideration, be 
brought to conſent to this Method of im- 
proving the Genius and Fortune of his Fa- 
mily, it being a Maxim of Law and Com- 
mon Senſe, that Volemi non fit injuria. 


THE Eighth Commandment appears plain- 
ly, by the very Letter of it, -to be intended 
purely 


27 N 
purely to diſcourage thoſe mean, pitiful, 


| ſniveling Rogues, that in a ſecret cowardly © 


way cheat and defraud their Neighbours, 
ſuch as Robbers of Hen-rooſts and Orchards, 


| Sheepſtealers, Horſeſtealers, Shoplifters and 


Pickpockets; but can by no means be ſup- 


poſed to affect the open, generous, undiſ- 
guiſed Methods, by which Men of Genius 


and Penetration increaſe their Fortunes, and 
ſupport their Rank and Figure in the 
World ; it could never be intended Men of 
Parts and Induſtry, who are the great Sup- 
ports of Civil Society ; it could never be 
ſuppoſed to condemn the improving thoſe 
Advantages which Men of ſuperiour Abili- 
ties in the ſeveral States and Profeſſions of 
Life have always thought themſelves enti- 
tled to from the lazy, indolent, undiſcern- 
ing, booby part of Mankind, who want 
Talents to preſerve or enjoy thoſe Superflui- 
ties of Fortune, which Men of ſuperiour 
Genius want and deſerve, Much le can 


it be ſuppoſed to ae thoſe who have the 
good 


« 46 * 
good fortune to be the Director and Go, 


yernours of great Families, Provinces or 
Kingdoms, who have an undoubted Right 
to all ſuch Emoluments, Profits, and Ad- 
vantages which they ſhall think fit and rea- 
ſonable to reward the Labour, Attention, 
and Time, which they are forced to em- 
ploy in the diſcharge of their ſeveral Of. 
kces and Employments 25 the good of the 
Publick. 


BE it eee alin Se. That if 
from and after the day of 

next enſuing, any little pitiful Rogue ſhall 
be found filching, ſtealing, or feloniouſly 
purloining any Sum or Sums of Money, 
an y Piece or Parcel of Goods, either dead 
or alive, belonging to any other Perſon, 
whether Apples, Pears, Eggs, Poultry, Meat, 
| Drink, or Wearing Apparel, Linnen or 
| Woollen Cloth, Sheep, Horſes, or Oxen, 
Fans, Gloves, Ribbons or Pins, or any Piece 
or. Parcel of Goods whatſoever, not exceed- 


ing 


FT 
ing the value of ten Pounds! Every ſuch 
little Raſcal fo detected ſhall be deemed 

guilty of the Breach of this Commandment. 
But it is at the ſame time expreſsly provided 
and declar'd, That this ſhall not be conſtrued 
to extend to People of higher Stations of 
Life, nor to thoſe greater Articles of Loſs 
or Gain which may chance to be in diſpute 
between them, eſpecially to the ſeveral Ranks 
and Degrees of illuſtrious Perſons common 
ly called and known in all polite Aſſemblies 
by the honourable Title of The Knights of 
the Induſtry. Nor ſhall it extend to thoſe 
whoſe ſuperiour Skill in the Myſteries of the 
Law, Trade, Commerce, or Change- Alley, 
ſhall enable them to raiſe Eſtates out of the 
Follies and Superfluities of their Clients, 
Dealers, Friends or Correſpondents, becauſe 
they are thereby ſerving and promoting the 
Good of Society, by transferring a Property 
in Lands, Goods or Chattels from the lazy, 
ſtupid, worthleſs part of Mankind, who 
know not how to uſe, preſerve and enjoy 
them, 
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them, and W g he e for Toms 
time, till at laſt they ſettle in the Poſſeſſion 


of ſome notable clever F cllow; whoſe Poſte- 


rity may come to be the Orhaments and 


Supports of their Country! Much leſs 
ought it to extend to thoſe, who having 


the ſecret Management and Direction of 


any Great Family, Company, Society, Aſ- 
ſembly, Poſt, Office or Offices, within 
theſe Realms, ſhall ſecure to themſelves ſuch 


Emoluments, Salaries, Grants; Penſions, . Pro- 


fits and Advantages; as have been always 


deemed the juſt and teaſonable Perquiſites 


of their ſeveral Poſts and Offices, and which 
the ſenſible and judicious Part of Mankind, 
who have been in the ſecret of their Affairs, 
can ſcarce think to be a proper and ſuffi- 


cient Reward for all the Labour, the vi- 


gilance, the Attention, the Application and 
Integrity they have exerted in the Courſe of 
a long Adminiſtration, 


THE 
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THE Ninth. eee e. upon 8 
a at View to be a very juſt and rea- 
ſonable Injunction, for ſecuring the Credit; 
Reputation, Peace, and Welfare of private 
Perſons, Families, and Societies, by diſeou- 
raging and forbidding all falſe Evidence, 


malicious Lyes, abuſive Stories, and injuri- 
ous Fictions, that may tend to the Obſtruc- 
tion of Juſtice, the Prejudice of any Man's 


Fortune, the Ruin of his Credit, and the 
- Loſs of his Character; but it is thought 

reaſonable and adviſeable to qualify this ge- 
neral Prohibition by three Salvo's or Excep- 


tions in favour of publick Miniſters, Coutts 
of 9 ſtice, and Ter Tables. 


BE it therefore 1 That PISA and 


after the day of next en- 


ſuing, no Perſon or Perſons ſhall preſume 


to bear falſe Witneſs, or give falſe Evidence 
before any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 


Peace, either in their Petty or Quarter- 


* Seſſſions, 


* 5 3 
Seſſions, in any Cauſe or Matter whatſo- 
ever, to the Obſtruction or Delay of Juſtice, 
to the Prejudice of any Party to the ſeveral 
Suits that may from time to time be brought 
before them. Nor ſhall it be lawful for any 
Perſon or Perſons to contrive, utter or pub- 
liſn malicious Lyes, officious Falſhoods, or 
unjuſt Reflections, upon any Perſon or Per- 
ſons, to the Prejudice of their Credit, the 
Loſs of their Characters, the Grief and Diſ- 
quict of their Minds, or any other kind or 
degree of Loſs or Suffering \ whatſoever, fav- 
ing and excepting ſuch Perſons and Caſes ag 
are herein after excepted. That is to fay, | 


1, THAT this Command ſhall not be 
deemed to extend to Court-Favourites, Royal 
Minions, Firſt Miniſters, Secretaries of 


| State, Privy-Counſellors, Decypherers, Spies, 

Pimps, and Informers, nor to their ſeveral 
Officers, Servants and Domeſticks, who by 
their Places and Stations may reaſonably be 

preſumed to be in the Intereſt and Secrets 
| of 


ea 15 
of their reſpeRtive Maſters and Superiours3 | 1 
who could not duly diſcharge the Duties of | 2 
their ſevetal Stations; if they were to be | 9 
confined to the ſtricteſt Rules of Truth and 
; Bincerity : On the other hand, it appears 
that political Falſhoods have in all Ages | 
been found to be of fingular Uſe and Bene- 
fit to Kings and Princes as well as to their 1 
Countrys and dubjects; ſuch as the diſgracing | | | 
and removing corrupt Miniſters, and getting A 
d the Adminiftration i into cleaner hands, keep- 4 
| ing out of the Royal Preſence and Favout 4 
Wins ſuch Perſons as would certainly make a cor-. 


rupt uſe of it; the ſupplanting Rivals and 
| Competitors for Poſts of Honour and Truſt 
about their Royal Maſter; the attainting and 
demoliſhing a dangerous over. grown Sub- 
| je, in order to prevent his doing miſchief; 
and getting his great Eſtates and Riches di- 
| vided amongſt a Number of honeſt Gen- 
tlemen, who ſpend their whole Time, and 
exert all their Faculties, in the Service of 


their King and Country. Now as all theſe 
| + ny Fictions; 
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| Fictions, In ventions and Falſhoods were FER * 
 tirely calculated for the Benefit and God 


of Society, they have not the Form and 
Eſſence of Lying; but are to be conſidered 
under the Notions of Feints and Stratagenis 


in War: Dolus an virtus quis in hoſte re- 


guirit? Laſtly, it appears plainly from 


Hiſtory, that they have more than once 


been of excellent Uſe in promoting and pro- 
curing the unſpeakable Bleſſing of glorious 
and happy Revolutions in many Kingdoms 


and Countries, beſides many other excellent 5 
and uſeful Purpoſes, too long and too r. 


to be + enumerated, 10 $9 Mya 
242 TH AT this Chal optics to any 
of his Majeſty's Courts in Meſtiminſter-Hall, 
where an Evidence literally and materially 
falſe, may yet be intentionally and formally 


good, and anſwer all the Uſes and Purpoſes 
of Juſtice, Truth and Charity, by deter- 


mining and finiſhing a tedious, expenſive 
Ball, that would otherwiſe infallibly termi- 
nate 


\ ; 


* 


{| 


*; 535) | 
nate in the Ruin of both Parties; and not 


| withſtanding all Appearance, of Injuſtice and 

1 Cruelty, may be in its Conſequences as great 
an Act of Mercy as giving a Coup de grace 

0 to a dying Malefactor, which ſhortens his 
Agonies, db at once puts him out of his 

Pol tt ͤ ͤüR— es 
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14: THIS Thall not be extended in its 
extreme Rigour to thoſe little polite Aſſem- 
offi lies called Tea-Tables ; becauſe if they were 
ſtrictly confined to the Words of Truth and 
ll- Goberneſs, and forbid” thoſe little Flights, 
Excurſions and Deviations from Truth, 
which generally enliven and brighten the 
Audience, the Converſation would quickly 
grow flat and inſipid, and the prettieſt Ora- 
tors in the Circle would be inſenſibly de- 
prived of the Benefit and Freedom of 
Speech. And as it is univerſally known and 
acknowledged, that the Dear Angels have 
nc Gall nor Malice at heart, no Spleen, Jea- 
louſies, Emulations, Competitions or Envy 


oe | MF. againſt 


"4 ” | 
tink the reſt of their Sex, but only utter 


the Overflowings of their good Senſe; good 
Nature, and Zeal for Virtue ; therefore if 
any very pretty Creature ſhould, whilſt ſhe 
is cooling her Diſh, or doubling ner Bread 
and Butter, let fall any Word or Expreſſion 

| that has the appearance of I nvective or Sa- 
tyr, any Fling, Flirt, Hint or Innuendo that 
may ſeem to expoſe or ridicule the Shape, 
Air, Mien, Cotnplexion, Dreſs, good Senſe or 
Conduct of any of her pretty Fellow-Crea- 
tures, in all ſuch caſes they muſt and ought 


and ſhall be indulged in fuch innocent Li- 


berties, which are apparently intended only 

to divert and inſtruct the Company, and 
diſplay their own good Taſte, Wit and 
Eloquence, in oppoſition to the falſe Taſte, 
dhe ill Manners, the Follies — * of 
the reſt of their Sex. | 


- THE Tenth Conimandment appears to bs 
quite unreaſonable; if not abſolutely im- 
Practieable, — 2 direct Contradiction 


b 5 


bx 


| Us) 
t to the great and fundamental Article of 
*© natural Religion, which is TO FOL 


„ LOW NATURE, . e. thoſe Incli- 
* nations, Propenſions and Deſires, which 


the Author of our Nature has implanted 
«© in us, in order to determine our Con- 
* duct and Behaviour; for to be ſure he 


«© would never have planted thoſe Inclina- 


tions in us, if he had not deſigned we 
. ſhould gratify them; jt being utterly in- 
os confiſtent with his Wiſdom and Good- 

te neſs to give us Appetites and Deſires, for 


* no other End but that we ſhould check 


te and reſtrain them *. 
the caſe that a Man has no Wife of his own, 
and can find no agreeable Female that he 


could like to make his Companion for Life, 


or ſappoſe him to be already yoaked to a 
four, diſagreeable, ill-natur'd Creature, that 
has extinguiſh'd the very Sparks of conjugal 
Affection: and that he ſees his Friend or 


Principles of Deiſm ſet in a true Light, Page 44. 
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Now let us. put 7 ; 


(GW? 4 
his Neighbour. happy in the Enjoyment, ** 
2 beautifül, tender, ſen ſible, good- natur d 
Spouſe, is it not natural for ſuch a Perſon: 
to with at leaſt that he could make an Ex- 
change, or ſhare in the Happineſs of his | 
Neighbour ? Is it not natural for him to with. 
himſelf in his Neighbout's Condition? Is 
any thing more common or more natural 
than to hear People wiſhing they had ſuch, 
a charming Woman, ſuch a fine Houſe, ſach 
a pretty Eſtate, ſuch a beautiful Horſe or. 
Set, of Horſes, Plate or China, fa that nobody 
were the worſe for it. This is a. righteous 
ſaving Clauſe, and takes away all the Ini- 
[ quity and Injuſtice that can be ſuppoſed | in 
che Act of coveting or defiring any kind or 
manner of thing, that is the Poſſeſſion or 
Property of another. No manner of Queſ- 
tion can be made, that if I like any other 
Man's Eſtate, Houſe, Goods or Chattels, 
and he conſent to part with them for a va- 
luable Conſideration, it is conſiſtent with 


the moſt rigid N otions of commutative 
| Juſtice, 


* 
#5 * 


(s) 
Jultice, that T have a legal Intereſt, Right 


and Title to the ſaid Eſtate, Houſe, Goods 
and Chattels, ſo conveyed to me by their 
true and lawful Owner. But in the caſe of 
a Wife, the Right is ſtill clearer, and the 
Title more unexceptionable ; for if any one 
Man take it in his head to covet or be in 
love with another Man's Wife, and the Huſ- 
band of the faid Wife think it reaſonable 
for certain valuable Conſiderations to tranſ- 
fer the Uſe at leaſt, if not the Property of 
his ſaid Wife, to the Perſon ſo bargaining, 
covenanting and purchaſing the ſame ; and 
if the ſaid Wife be conſidered as a Party 
willing and conſenting to the ſaid Deed of 
Bargain, Sale, Loan, Gift, or Exchange, 
you have then clearly three Parties to the 
Deed ; whereas in the other Caſes above- 


mentioned, you could have but two. Upon 
' theſe Conſiderations, 


BE it therefore enacted, That from and 
after the day at next en 
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(38) 
ſuing, no Perſon or Perſons, of what Rank; 
Quality or Degree ſoever, ſhall preſume to 

attempt, by Fraud or Violence, to take, hold 


or enjoy any Man's Wife, Houſe, Servants, 
Cattle, or any manner or kind of Property 


whatſoever, unleſs by mutual Contract, 


Agreement, Bargain or Sale, the Uſe or Pro- 
perty of the ſaid valuable Goods, Chattels, 


Eſtates or Commodities be fairly transferr'd 


from the one to the other ; and that upon 


ſuch Contract, fairly and legally made and 


executed, a Man ſhall be deemed to have 
the ſame Right and Title to the Uſe, Occu- 


pation, Enjoyment or Poſſeſſion of the ſaid 


valuable Goods, Eſtates and Commodities as 
the former Owner or Poſſeſſor was ever 
conceived to have, or coun * convey 
to another. 


AND for the better and more effectual 
Publication and Obſervance of the ſeveral 
Articles and Matters enjoined and command- 
ed by this Act, it is hereby further provided 

| and 


= © 
and enacted, That from and after the 
day of next enſuing, This AQ 43-3 
ſhall be conſidered and regarded as a legal A = 
and Parliamentary Expoſition of the ſaid 8 
Ten Commandments, and that all Parſons 
Vicars and Curates, in their Expoſitions of +3 
the Church Catechiſm, commonly ſo called, E . 
do on every ſuch Occaſion make the afore- 1 
ſaid Declaration with a diſtinct and audible 
Voice, repeating the ſame three ſeveral times. 
3 And foraſmuch as People of Rank and Fi- 
gure, who by the Indulgence of this Act 
are excuſed from attending the Service of — 
the Church, may poſſibly through Forget- 1 
fulneſs or Prejudices of Education, relapſe | 1 
into the old Superſtition, it is further pro- 
vided that it be an Inſtruction to the ſeveral 
15 Clerks of the Peace in every County in - 
Great Britain, that this Act be read by the | = | 
Cryer of the Court at every Quarter-Seſſions, 


that all Gentlemen there preſent may be ” 
duly apprized of the many Privileges and T7 
Ex- | 


7 
f 
? 
5 


Exemptions to which they are ene by 
1 Benefit of this A. | 


tained in this Act, it is further provided and 


ell, or fet to ſale any Edition of the ſaid 
Jen Commandments, in any Volume, Form, 


ving this Act printed, and bound up toge- 
ther with them, under the Penalty of five 
Pound for every ſuch Offence. 


Nature and Deſign of this Propoſal, in 
which, if our Repreſentatives ſhall diſcover 
nothing, but what is highly reaſonable and 
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Ax 15 the further n ane 
went of the ſeveral Articles and Matters con- 


enjoined, That from and after the Day 
and Month aboveſaid no Printer, Publiſher, 
Bockſeller, Pamphletſeller, Hawker or Ped- 
ker, or any other Perſon or Perſons whatſo- 

ever, ſhall preſume to print, publiſh, vend, 


Shape, or Manner whatſoever, without ha- 


Y OU ſee, Sir, by this rough Draught, the 


expedient 


. 


the Publick, 
favourable At= 


z and I cannot doubt, but that 


- 


h, 
d able to pre- 


Perſons enoug 


ir 
ing an 


C 


- 


there will be found proper 
who ſhall be both will 


pare and bring 


for th 


in the ſaid Bill. 


x 's k * 
2 . , 
8 1 +3 
-— 3 
5 — FX 
* A * "= 
3 v2 
W ” F 


(0 


ient for the Welfare of 


; S 8 
. - 
OY Gs 


c þ 
/ A NG. TL „„ 


* * * 


r f 
* * 2 " "BED Fake "wt 4 


Si ras 


SIR. 


Servant, 


Nur Faithful 
Humble 


* " M- * WN 
St wes Wor nu C4; 
. MY, „ 
9 q » 
- A 


* 
1 * 3 * 855 1 ” 2 * 5 4 8 / 
3 TAE  $ 
Pc 
7 y 7 p * Bans 
5 . n 99 * 
—_—_— 5 a Tint \ 8 x 
* » ES 


* 
> 


P ²˙— ! MA Car ] il CAA. 4 


— 


* 9 = * £4 - - 2 F : * 1 - 
4 ow L 6 ; : 608 5 * n * 
A * 4 — 1 
— nn Ty 
If : s "M0 28 5 £ 2 
LS . * * a . 8 . Ws Ea 4 . 
. + Ws . 0 y — JS 1 Fr? * W N VLY - bg BO k 
b ; Anil 2 tk 4 * 2 * : A ER has £8 2 i ds * ? rer # * * * 4 : P ** 
N 5 e* © * 12870. „ „„ r 4110 STAT 15 g 
5 n ; -# e F n 5 * * 4 8 i . IS a * its — 
- - 4 1 * a WS gy, 
* . : ws 4 # f F {f fy - th. 4 Yo ; 2 
205 - lee EY & PEO $4 . rr 
*P ws $58; er 
: A 
MF * * wo 
=* 
1 
3 \ 
* | ; 
4 . - FA 
4 . = 
3 . 
"a7 
—_ 
I L 1 
* 
"4 * 
* z 
1 
L n 
1 9 4 k 32 k * ** 15 8 as" '% ** s TH 2 
4 by 7 a vide ee EAR . „„ —— eg AB) i. Gb. Da A aa 
— * . % be 7 5 
; * ot 1 3 . 5 4 1 : . 2 
| >. Ih 5 p . 5 
% \ * Ln, * 
33 OP , 
* 22 4 : f 1 
* 1 * 4 "= : 
25 ; E ob +. 42 * 18 
97 - » FR + 5 i 
4 3 * @# * — 
: — *. — ” » = 
" 20 


— 


4 


„„ 


15 b - 
"SE * %* > 
4 RN: of 
L 4 
* 1 
1 - ut - 5 
5 oa | 
3 — 8 Se 6 
Y 2 
8 L F — « * 5 - 
— £ 
* * „ * — 4 
8 - 8 
* » 0 5 * : 5 
. 8 1 - « 
1 9 * o 
5 Ty" 
Io _ * * 7 % 
. 
4 7 
2 f . % 6 
»' w £ * * 
» $ & 
* 2 . N 
ö * , 
N "IF 8 
. 5 : 
* R % 
. . 3 4 g ” Gs 4 
= F 
—_— * ing * 
5 2 * * Fa 
8 - £7 & & a * 9 
r 
* * * > I 
- * «+ - 
7 b "ION; 85 
23 : y ON : 
* is. 2 > 
"> * 1 2 > ge” ; 2 
x J > 
- — — 4 v * 
3 . « 
4 At on * 3 33 7 
A 4x * LR 
3 
. 
4 
* * 
. 7 
- 2 4 = 
6 8 
* * 
0 N 
* N 
* 1 
„„ 
* % 
* 2 
3 — N 
* * 
”» Z * 
1 * "Po 
= « - . 
a 7 1 : fy 
« * | * 
1 * 
52 0 g 


1 
1 of » 
* 
+: ; 
. 2 3 
— welt "12," i * 0 
4 
« pet” I 
- 
, be 9 8 « * 
y 2 
* * 8 7 4 . 
e * 1 # . 
% E AP 8 * 
— * er 
8 1 . ; LF 
1 * 
K 1 * 
* © * 
8 
EET T 4m , 
£ * % 
: N. 0 „ i F - 
Y 8 — 
5 . 4 8 
W — 
** , + : 
% 8 IX 
„ * 
> 7 * * 
: „ 
* 5 1 
£ * 2 
' 1 83 
9 b 2 
? V4 * 
1 1 
1755 * 1 
& - 
* CY 
= 
— 
* 
* . 
* - 
- 
» 
CY 
K Zi 
- 
* - 
. 
* . 
* 
> 
. 
* 
* 
5 x 
. o 


3 0 Þ 
7 Hoe? - 
* e «7 . 


" 
> 
. 
s 
. - 
2 - 
. 
* 
« 
% * 
* 
5 
* 
— 
= - 
* 
. 
— 
_—_ S 
. 
\. 
i 
- 
. 
. 
s 
* ry , . 
. 
* 
% 
* 
. 
— 
* 
4 


* 


